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1
FUEL FILTER DEVICE

CROSS-REFERENCE TO RELATED
APPLICATIONS

This application is a continuation of, and claims priority
to, U.S. Ser. No. 15/383,714, entitled FUEL FILTER
DEVICE, filed Dec. 19, 2016, which is now patented as U.S.
Pat. No. 11,123,666, issued on Sep. 21, 2021, of which
claims priority to, U.S. Ser. No. 13/965,583, entitled FUEL
FILTER DEVICE, filed Aug. 13, 2013, which is patented as
U.S. Pat. No. 9,522,353, issued on Dec. 20, 2016, all of
which are incorporated herein by reference.

BACKGROUND

In general, automobiles, boats, ships, industrial vehicles,
construction vehicles and other transportation vehicles
incorporate a filter device. The filter device sometimes has
a sensor or system for indicating the degree of contamina-
tion, the timing for replacing a filter or timing of renewal of
contaminated oil thereby preventing occurrence of problems
or issues in the vehicle engine, hydraulic system, etc.

Many of these prior art devices detect water or contami-
nation after damage to the engine or engine shutdown has
already occurred. In addition, many prior art contamination
sensors are located on the outside of a filter canister which
exposes them to debris and damage, for example when the
filter is located in a wheel well.

Water in the fuel, for example if not detected quickly
enough could result in the failure of the engine at a critical
time in the operation of a vehicle.

SUMMARY

This Summary is provided to introduce a selection of
concepts in a simplified form that are further described
below in the Detailed Description. This Summary is not
intended to identify key factors or essential features of the
claimed subject matter, nor is it intended to be used to limit
the scope of the claimed subject matter.

The instant invention relates to a water or contaminant
detection filter suited for use in connection with fuel supply
systems, hydraulic systems and where the presence of water
in a fuel or fuel mixture may cause loss of power when
needed or damage to an engine.

The sensing instrumentalities of the instant invention are
of a form which will minimize possible damage the engine
and in turn provide for actuation of a sensing circuit located
in the filter device. The instant invention provides the
convenience, safety, and reliability of a spin on metal filter.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

What is disclosed herein may take physical form in
certain parts and arrangement of parts, and will be described
in detail in this specification and illustrated in the accom-
panying drawings which form a part hereof and wherein:

FIG. 11is a cross sectional side view of an exemplary filter
device enclosing a filter element with a probe, where a probe
first end is constructed to selectively engage with a sensing
unit, a probe second end is disposed in a contaminant
receiving portion of a filter canister and the filter canister is
attached to the fuel filter head.

FIG. 2 is a side view illustrating the exemplary filter
device illustrated in FIG. 1 attached to the fuel filter head.
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FIG. 3 is an exploded view of FIG. 2 illustrating an
exemplary arrangement of the essential parts of the filter
device in relation to one another.

FIG. 4 is a cross-sectional view of a spud and sensor
assembly.

FIG. 5 is a side view illustrating an exemplary filter
device attached to the fuel filter head where a wireless sensor
and signal communicator wirelessly communicates with an
electronic control module.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

The claimed subject matter is now described with refer-
ence to the drawings, wherein like reference numerals are
generally used to refer to like elements throughout. In the
following description, for purposes of explanation, numer-
ous specific details are set forth in order to provide a
thorough understanding of the claimed subject matter. It
may be evident, however, that the claimed subject matter
may be practiced without these specific details. In other
instances, structures and devices may be shown in block
diagram form in order to facilitate describing the claimed
subject matter.

Referring now to the drawings and particularly to FIGS.
1-3 illustrated in FIG. 1 is a cross-sectional side view of an
exemplary filter device 100. FIGS. 2-3 illustrate a side view
of the exemplary filter device 200 and an exploded view of
the exemplary filter device 300, respectively. The filter
device 100 comprises a filter element 102 that is arranged
within a filter canister 104 (FIG. 2) to block a contaminant,
for example, water within a fuel or mixture. The filter
element 102 within the filter canister 104 is threaded,
sealedly or non-sealedly engaged with a filter head 106, for
example. The filter element 102 is non-fixedly sealedly
engaged with a filter head 106 utilizing a filter element
compression spring 117. Although this embodiment utilizes
the filter element compression spring 117, other elements
known by those of skill in the art are contemplated herein.
A probe 108 fixedly or non-fixedly engages with the filter
element 102 through a sealing component 110. The probe
108 comprises a probe first end 112 that is configured to
selectively engage a sensing unit 114 (shown within the
dashed oval) attached to the filter head 106. A probe second
end 116 is disposed or located in a contaminant receiving
portion 118 of the filter canister 104.

The probe second end 116 is located to electrically couple
the sensing unit 114 when water is detected within the
contaminant receiving portion 118 of the filter canister 104.
An interior of the canister 120 comprises an electrically
conductive material that is utilized to electrically couple
with the sensing unit 114 when the filter canister 104 is
selectively engaged with the filter head 106.

The filter element 102 comprises an end cap 119 where
the end cap 119 defines a bottom end of the filter element
102 and the end cap 119 defines a top of the contaminant
receiving portion 118 of the filter canister 104. The bottom
interior wall of the interior of the canister 120 below the end
cap 119 defines the bottom and sides of the contaminant
receiving portion 118. The probe 108 is sealedly engaged
with the sealing component 110 fixedly or non-fixedly
connected with the filter element end cap 119.

Thus, for example if fuel or a mixture within the con-
taminant receiving portion 118 contains water, as soon as the
water reaches the probe second end 116, the sensing unit 114
will sense a reduced electrical resistance and complete a
circuit for sensing and signaling purposes. The sensing unit
114 determines a reduced electrical resistance between the
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probe second end 116 and the electrically conductive interior
of the canister 120, for example, sensing the lower resistive
through water as compared with diesel fuel.

The filter head 106 comprises inlet ports 122, a threadably
engaged electrically conductive spud assembly 123 with a
spud 124 having side openings 126 providing mixture flow
access to the outlet ports 128. A threaded spud end 127
threadedly engages with the filter head threaded opening 146
(FIG. 4). A threaded spud center portion 125 threadedly
engages with a canister top plate threaded opening 150. A
spring/touch plug assembly 129 comprises an electrically
conductive touch plug 130, a conductive spring 132, an
insulated spring capsule 144 and a sensor wire assembly
148. The probe first end 112 is configured to engage the
electrically conductive touch plug 130 that is slidably dis-
posed within the insulated spring capsule 144 located within
the spud 124, wherein the touch plug 130 is biased by the
spring 132 toward the probe first end 112, when the filter
canister 104 is selectively engaged with the filter head 106
(See e.g., FIG. 4). The electrically conductive touch plug
130 can comprise brass, stainless steel and the like. The
compression spring 132 acts as a conductor between the
touch plug 130 and the sensor wire assembly 148. The
mixture or fuel within the filter canister 104 is in commu-
nication with the mixture outlet ports 128 by passing
through the multiple spud side holes 126, and a defined
passageway 134 within the insulated spring capsule 144.
The insulated spring capsule 144 can be a molded compo-
nent, for example. The insulated spring capsule materials
comprise fuel resistant polymers, fuel resistant composites,
metals and the like.

The conductive touch plug 130 is disposed in contact with
the conductive spud 124 when the probe first end 112 is not
selectively engaged with the touch plug 130. (e.g., a filter
without a probe is attached to the filter head 106). A touch
plug first end outer lip 131 comes into contact with a spud
inner lip 143 creating a touch off point 136. In this situation
the sensing unit 114 determines electrical contact between
the spud 124 and the touch plug 130, for example that
indicates the lack of a probe in a filter device. The touch plug
130 is not in contact with the spud 124 (i.e., isolated by an
insulated spring capsule 144, see FIG. 4) when the probe
first end 112 is selectively engaged with the touch plug 130
which overcomes the bias force of the spring 132 and moves
the touch plug 130 away from contact with the spud 124.
The touch plug 130 and the spring 132 are retained within
the insulated spring capsule 144 positioned between the
spud inner surface 142 and the touch plug 130. A spring first
end 138 is attached to and restrained by a second end of the
touch plug 151 as illustrated in FIG. 4 and a spring second
end 140 is attached to the sensor wire assembly 148, as
illustrated.

In one aspect, the exemplary filter device (e.g., 100, 200,
300 of FIGS. 1, 2 and 3, respectively) may be used to filter
an undesired contaminant from a desired constituent. For
example, the exemplary filter device may be configured to
be used in a fuel-water separator, where water mixed with a
fuel supply can be filtered out, resulting in an output of fuel
comprising less water.

In one implementation, in this aspect, the exemplary filter
device may be disposed in a filter canister (e.g., 104 of FIG.
1). As one example, the combined filter device and filter
canister may comprise a disposable filter unit, selectively
engaged with a filter head (e.g., 106 of FIG. 1), which, in
turn, is configured to receive a (potential) mixture of the
desired constituent (e.g., fuel) and undesired contaminant
(e.g., water). Further, in this example, the filter head may be
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configured to output the desired constituent mixed with less
of the undesired contaminant when the disposable filter unit
is selectively engaged.

In one implementation, the disposable filter unit can
comprise a contaminant receiving portion (e.g., 118), that
may be configured to receive and store the undesired con-
taminant. As an example, when the contaminant is removed
from the constituent mixture is may collect in the contami-
nant receiving portion of the disposable filter unit, where it
can be stored apart from the mixture filtering portion of the
disposable filter unit. That is, for example, water filtered
from a fuel-water mixture or mixture may collect in a bottom
portion of the filter canister, where is can be stored, and can
remain separate from the mixture and/or the filtered fuel. In
one implementation, the contaminant can be drained from
the storage area, such as through a coupled drain port. In
another implementation, the entire filter may be removed
and replaced when the contaminant area is full.

In this aspect, in one implementation, the filter device can
comprise a probe (e.g., 108) that is fixedly disposed in the
filter device, such as through an end cap (e.g., 119) engaged
with a filter element (e.g., 102) of the filter device. As an
example, the end cap may comprise a sealing device (e.g.,
110), such as a disk, gasket, polymer or rubber grommet, or
the like, that is configured to fixedly engage with the probe,
while being fixedly engaged with the end cap. In this way,
in this example, a second end of the probe (e.g., 116) may
be disposed through the end cap into the contaminant
receiving portion of the disposable filter unit, while still
maintaining a leak resistant barrier between the contaminant
receiving portion and the filtered fuel.

In one implementation, in this aspect, the second end of
the probe may be disposed in the contaminant receiving
portion of the disposable filter unit at a point that corre-
sponds to a desired filter change level. That is, for example,
when the contaminant in the contaminant receiving portion
reaches the second end of the probe, the contaminant receiv-
ing portion may comprise sufficient contaminant to indicate
that the filter should be changed out with a new filter, and/or
the contaminant receiving portion should be emptied of the
contaminant, so that the filtering operations are not com-
promised (e.g., the contaminant overflows into the filtering
operation). As an example, the level in the contaminant
receiving portion at which the second end of the probe may
be disposed may depend on a size and volume of the
contaminant receiving portion, and/or an expected fill rate of
the contaminant receiving portion.

In one implementation, a first end of the probe (e.g., 112)
may be disposed at a distal end from the second end, and
may be configured to selectively engage with a touch plug
(e.g., 130, disposed in the filter head), such as when the filter
unit is selectively engaged with the filter head. In this
implementation, the first end and second end of the probe are
electrically connected. In this implementation, the touch
plug can be comprised in a touch plug assembly (e.g., 129),
which is electrically connected with a sensor coupling unit
(e.g., operably or communicatively engaged with a sensor).
Therefore, for example, a sensor 151 may be communica-
tively (e.g., wired or wirelessly) or operably coupled with
the first end of the probe 112, which is further operably
coupled with the second end of the probe 116. In this way,
for example, when the contaminant reaches the level of the
second end of the probe 116, the wireless sensor and signal
communicator 151 may be communicatively or operably
coupled with the contaminant. The wireless sensor and
signal communicator 151, selectively engaged with the filter
head 106 and electrically coupled with an ECM 152.
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In another implementation, sensor may be operably
coupled with a user indicator, for example, configured to
indicate to a user that the contaminant level in the filter has
reached the desired change out level. That is, for example,
when the contaminant fills the container to the level where
it comes into contact with both the inside wall of the filter
canister and the second end of the probe, the sensor may
detect a change in electrical resistance, which may result in
the user indicator being activated. In this way, the user may
be able to identify when the filter needs to be changed, for
example, by observing the user indicator (e.g., light, notice,
sound, etc.).

Although the invention has been illustrated and described
with respect to one or more implementations, alterations
and/or modifications may be made to the illustrated
examples without departing from the spirit and scope of the
appended claims. In particular regard to the various func-
tions performed by the above described components or
structures (assemblies, devices, circuits, systems, etc.), the
terms (including a reference to a “means”) used to describe
such components are intended to correspond, unless other-
wise indicated, to any component or structure which per-
forms the specified function of the described component
(e.g., that is functionally equivalent), even though not struc-
turally equivalent to the disclosed structure which performs
the function in the herein illustrated exemplary implemen-
tations of the invention. In addition, while a particular
feature of the invention may have been disclosed with
respect to only one of several implementations, such feature
may be combined with one or more other features of the
other implementations as may be desired and advantageous
for any given or particular application. Furthermore, to the
extent that the terms “including”, “includes”, “having”,
“has”, “with”, or variants thereof are used in either the
detailed description and the claims, such terms are intended
to be inclusive in a manner similar to the term “comprising.”

The word “exemplary” is used herein to mean serving as
an example, instance or illustration. Any aspect or design
described herein as “exemplary” is not necessarily to be
construed as advantageous over other aspects or designs.
Rather, use of the word exemplary is intended to present
concepts in a concrete fashion. As used in this application,
the term “or” is intended to mean an inclusive “or” rather
than an exclusive “or.” That is, unless specified otherwise, or
clear from context, “X employs A or B” is intended to mean
any of the natural inclusive permutations. That is, if X
employs A; X employs B; or X employs both A and B, then
“X employs A or B” is satisfied under any of the foregoing
instances. Further, at least one of A and B and/or the like
generally means A or B or both A and B. In addition, the
articles “a” and “an” as used in this application and the
appended claims may generally be construed to mean “one
or more” unless specified otherwise or clear from context to
be directed to a singular form.

Although the subject matter has been described in lan-
guage specific to structural features and/or methodological
acts, it is to be understood that the subject matter defined in
the appended claims is not necessarily limited to the specific
features or acts described above. Rather, the specific features
and acts described above are disclosed as example forms of
implementing the claims. Of course, those skilled in the art
will recognize many modifications may be made to this
configuration without departing from the scope or spirit of
the claimed subject matter.
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What is claimed is:

1. A filter system, comprising:

a filter head configured to operably engage with a filter,
and that operably receives a fluid mixture at an inlet and
provide a filtered fluid at an outlet, the filter head
comprising:

a water sensor that detects water in the filter, the water
sensor comprising:

a touch plug that operably, electrically connects with
the probe when the filter is disposed on the filter
head; and

a signal detector that detects an electrical signal from
the probe through the touch plug; and

a transmitter that is electrically coupled with the water
sensor, the transmitter communicatively coupling
with a remote computer comprising a user display;

the filter operably, selectably engaged with the filter head,
the filter comprising:

a filter media that operably separates water from the
mixture; and

a water collection cavity; and

a probe fixedly engaged with and disposed inside the
filter, the probe extending from the water collection
cavity to and in contact with the water sensor merely
when the filter is engaged with the filter head;

wherein the touch plug end is slidably biased toward the
filter in the filter head, and is configured to slide into the
filter head when engaged with the probe to create an
electrical coupling between the water collection cavity
and the signal detector.

2. The system of claim 1, the transmitter comprising a
wireless signal transmitter that uses a wireless connection to
communicatively couple with the remote computer.

3. The system of claim 1, the transmitter comprising a
wired communication bus that uses a wired connection to
communicatively couple with the remote computer.

4. The system of claim 1, the remote computer comprising
a user interface providing an indication of a water level
status in the water collection cavity.

5. The system of claim 4, the user interface providing an
alert indicative of water in the water collection cavity
reaching a level that contacts the probe during operation.

6. The system of claim 5, the alert indicative of the water
collection cavity of the filter is being filled to a predeter-
mined threshold fill level.

7. The system of claim 1, the touch plug configured to
open a normally closed fluid path between the inlet and the
filter when engaged by the probe to slide the touch plug into
the filter head.

8. The system of claim 1, the filter device comprising an
outer shell that holds fluids, the outer shell defining a wall
of the water collection cavity.

9. The system of claim 8, at least a portion of an interior
of the shell comprising an electrically conductive material
that is electrically coupled with the water sensor when the
filter device is engaged with the filter head.

10. The system of claim 9, the probe configured to
electrically couple the water sensor with the interior of the
shell when water contacts the probe in the water collection
cavity.

11. A filter system, comprising:

a filter head comprising:

a mixture intake port where an unfiltered mixture of
water and other fluids are introduced into the filter
head;

a mixture discharge port where a filtered mixture with
water removed is discharged from the filter head;



US 11,850,539 B2

7

a filter head spud that operably engages with a filter for
filtering the unfiltered mixture;

a water sensor that detects a water level in the engaged
filter;

a touch plug that is slidably biased toward the filter inside
the filter head spud, the touch plug electrically coupling
the water sensor with a probe fixed inside the engaged
filter, wherein the spud and touch plug respectively
comprise electrically conductive material, and:

the touch plug is in electrical contact with the spud when
the probe is not engaged the touch plug; and

the touch plug is not in electrical contact with the spud
when the probe is engaged with the touch plug; and

a transmitter that is electrically coupled with the water
sensor, the transmitter communicatively coupling with
a remote computer comprising a user display.

12. The filter head of claim 11, the water sensor gener-
ating a signal for the transmitter when the touch plug is
electrically coupled with the filter head spud.

13. The filter head device of claim 11, the filter head spud
comprising a fluid passageway that allows fluid into the
filter.

14. The filter head of claim 13, the filter head spud
comprising proximal and distal ends, and:

a first chamber that houses the touch plug in a biased,

slidable disposition; and

a second chamber in fluid communication with the fluid
passageway at the proximal end of the filter head spud,
the first chamber is electrically insulated from the
second chamber.

15. The filter head of claim 11, the transmitter comprising

a wireless signal communicator electrically coupled with the
water sensor, and wirelessly, remotely, communicatively
coupled with the remote computer.
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16. The filter system of claim 11, the water sensor
operably detecting the presence of water inside the filter
when the water contacts the probe, electrically coupling an
outside shell of the probe with the water sensor through the
probe.

17. A method of making a filter system, comprising:

disposing a water sensor in a filter head, wherein the filter
head is configured to operably engage with a filter, to
receive an unfiltered fluid mixture at an inlet, and to
discharge a filtered fluid mixture from an outlet, and
wherein the water sensor detects a presence of water in
the engaged filter;

disposing a transmitter in the filter head, wherein the
transmitter is electrically coupled with the water sensor,
and the transmitter communicatively couples with a
remote computer comprising a user display;

engaging the filter with the filter head, wherein the filter
comprises a filter media configured to separate water
from the unfiltered mixture, and wherein the filter
further comprises a water collection cavity defined by
at least a portion of an outer shell of the filter, and
wherein the outer shell is comprised of an electrically
conductive material that is operably in electrical con-
tact with the water sensor, and wherein the filter com-
prises a fixedly engaged probe disposed inside the filter,
wherein the probe extends from the water collection
cavity to and in contact with the water sensor when the
filter is engaged with the filter head;

wherein when a water level in the water collection cavity
operably contacts the probe a circuit is created between
the outer shell, the probe, and the water sensor.
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